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 Board of Directors 2007-2008  
AAUW Reston-Herndon Branch 

 
President 
Carol Hurlburt  schurlburt@verizon.net  703/264-9054 
 
Program VP 
Carol Van Evera   cvanevera@cox.net    703/759-5543 
 
Membership VP 
Maria Wright    marialwright@operamail.com 703/733-0788 
 
Treasurer  
Nancy Thompson  
              nancy.e.thompson@comcast.net 703/743-1064 
 
Secretary 
Abbie Edwards abbiedward@aol.com  703/476-0997 
 
Book Group     OPEN 
 
Cultural/Diversity  
Tanya Alguard tialguard2000@yahoo.com  703/689-9438 

 
Directory 
Nancy Thompson  
               nancy.e.thompson@comcast.net 703/743-1064 
Susan Merk sbmerk@comcast.net   703/437-4386 
 
Educational Equity   
Fran Lovaas         franlovaas@comcast.net   703/318-9628 
Gail Parsons  gailiff@rstarmail.com  703/915-1893 
Mary Zane  mpz_06@verizon.net 703/ 860-1071 
 
Educational Foundation/Legal Advocacy Fund  OPEN 
 
Gourmet Group  
Marilyn Silvey      marilynsilvey@comcast.net  703/860-5141 
 
Hospitality  
Suzanne Cook       
              suzanne@secondhandprose.com     703/860-4303 
 
Lobby Corps/Public Policy 
Mary Stack-Dunne mdstackd@aol.com  703/742-9520 
 
Newsletter 
Felicia Strickland 
                    AAUWnewsletter@hotmail.com 703/464-5700 
 
Publicity 
John Lovaas  johnlovaas@comcast.net  703/318-9628 
 
 
 
President’s Pen continued… 
 
These important activities, and all the rest of AAUW’s 
program from the national level to our local branch, 
require strong support from every member.  In just two 
months, we will elect branch officers for the coming year, 
and a nominating committee is beginning work on 
recruiting a few good women for the posts of co-president; 
co-vice presidents for membership and program, secretary 
and treasurer.  Now is the time to think about putting your 
talents to work for the benefit of your fellow AAUW 
members.  If you have questions about the responsibilities 
of any of these positions, please feel free to contact the 
sitting officer to find out more.   

  2008 Branch Meeting Schedule  
 
 

 
 

 AAUW Holiday Memories  
2007 Luncheon, Silent Auction & Basket Raffle 

 

 
 

Rita Gigliotti, Choral Director of the South Lakes High School 
Girl’s Choir, introduces their heartwarming multi-cultural holiday 
performance. 

 

 
 

Reston-Herndon AAUW members gather for a photo following 
the annual Holiday Luncheon, Silent Auction & Basket Raffle 
festivities! 
 

 
January 26, Saturday 10-12  
Joint meeting with NCNW  
Speakers: Khalil Kuykendahl & Gloria Blackwell 
"One Shared World Update" 
Lake Anne Community Center 
  
February 23, Saturday 10-12 
Speaker: Catherine Hill 
"Pay Equity" 
Lake Anne Community Center 
  
March 15, Saturday  
Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting 
Café Montmartre  
  
April 11-13: AAUW of VA State Convention 
in Roanoke 
  
May: Senator Janet Howell’s Legislative Update 
Time and location TBA 
  
June: Annual Picnic 
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 Lobby Corps 

Mary Stack-Dunne  703-742-9520  mdstackd@aol.com 
 
The Lobby Corps during 2007 made a total of 1800 visits 
to Congressional offices.  AAUW Action Network 
announced a few of its successful advocacies as follows:  
Enactment of the College Cost Reduction and Access 
Act ; enactment of the first minimum wage increase in 
nearly ten years; improved opportunities for women in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM fields); and increasing to 226 the number of House 
cosponsors of the Paycheck Fairness Act  – among other 
issues.  The Hate Crimes provisions to include sexual 
orientation, gender, and disability were dropped from the 
Department of Defense authorization bill largely because 
of anti-gay rights sentiments. 
 
The House is to return on Tuesday, January 15 and the 
Senate on Tuesday, January 22.  “But the Senate will 
remain in a pro-forma session to prevent President Bush 
from making recess appointments.  One senator at a time 
will return to gavel the chamber into session for a few 
minutes every few days.” [from AAUW Washington 
Update, December 21, 2007] 
 
The annual AAUW briefing and training session will take 
place on Thursday, January 24th from 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 
p.m., with a catered lunch for a nominal fee at noon.  It will 
be at AAUW Headquarters on the corner of 16th and L 
Street.  This is most easily reached by taking orange or 
blue line metro, getting off at McPherson Square, the 
White House exit, and walking the three blocks to 16th and 
L Street.  Lobbying will begin the following week, on 
Thursday, January 31st, 2008.   
 
With questions about Lobby Corps contact Mary Lou 
Melley at 703-536-6498, melleym@aol.com or the 
Coordinating Committee at aauwlobbycorps@gmail.com.  
The person to call at Headquarters is Anne Hedgepeth at 
202-795-7793, hedgepetha@aauw.org.   
 
 
 
  

 
 Cultural/Diversity Group  

 
On Saturday, January 26th at 8 p.m., please join us at the 
Industrial Strength Theater in Herndon as the Elden Street 
Players perform the classic drama Hedda Gabler by 
Henrik Ibsen. The lead, title character Hedda is 
considered one of the great dramatic roles in theatre and 
has been referred to as the "female Hamlet". She is seen 
by some as a feminist heroine fighting society and by 
others as a manipulative villain – judge for yourself.  
  
Prior to the play, we will meet at Taste of the World at 6pm 
for dinner. Taste of the World - 283 Sunset Park Dr - (703) 
471-2017. If you would like to view the entire menu, 
please see their website at 
http://www.atasteoftheworld.net 
  
Tickets for the play are $19 for adults and $16 for students 
and seniors (62+).  Please call 703-481-5930 to reserve 
your ticket(s).  The Industrial Strength Theater is a first-
come-first-seated theater beginning at 7:30 p.m.  
  
The Industrial Strength Theatre is located at 269 Sunset 
Park Drive, Herndon, VA 20170-5220 in the Sunset 
Business Park. From the Dulles Toll Road (Route 267), 
take the Fairfax County Parkway (Route 7100) north to the 
first stoplight at Spring Street. Turn left at the light. At the 
next light, turn right on Spring Street. Then take an 
immediate left into the Sunset Business Park. Follow signs 
to the Industrial Strength Theatre located in the far back 
right corner of the business park (southwest corner). Turn 
right in front of the "Taste of the World" Restaurant. Then 
turn left at the end of that short road. The Industrial 
Strength Theatre will be on your left next to the Elden 
Street Players Backstage/Scene Shop. 
  
Please RSVP to Tanya Alguard if you would like to join for 
dinner at Taste of the World before the play.  It would also 
be nice to know who to look for at the play if you decide to 
forego dinner.  Questions? Please contact Tanya Alguard 
at 703-689-9438 or by email at 
tialguard2000@yahoo.com. 
 
Next month, our cultural/diversity event will be dinner at 
Euro Bistro in Herndon. Mark your calendars now for 
Wednesday, February 20th and enjoy a time to get to know 
other AAUW members.  Culture/ diversity events are open 
to all AAUW members and friends.    
 
Upcoming Culture/Diversity events for 2008: 
 
February – Dinner at Euro Bistro in Herndon 
 

March – The Elden Street Players present The Memory of 
Water. 
 

April – The St. Petersburg Ballet Theatre performs 
Carmen at George Mason’s Center for the Performing Arts 
in Fairfax. 
 

May – The Center Stage at the Reston Community Center 
presents The Audubon Quartet.   

 Volunteers Wanted 
 
As part of the branch’s partnership with the Dogwood 
School in Reston, we are looking for volunteers to 
participate in a new Pen Pals program with fifth and 
sixth grade girls. 
 
The Pen Pals program offers a time-flexible way to be 
an adult friend to a school student and encourage 
reading and writing.  In the program, under the direction 
of Dogwood Gifted and Talented Specialist Linda 
Martin, volunteers will write a brief weekly letter to their 
students and drop the letters in a mailbox in the school 
office.  Students will write responses to be picked up by 
the volunteers and answered. 
 
If you have questions about the program or would like 
to volunteer, call Carol Hurlburt at 703/264-9054 or  
E-mail schurlburt@verizon.net. 
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 Gourmet Group Brunch 
 
Why is it that the shortest month of the year - February - 
can seem like the longest?  All branch members - singles 
and couples - are invited to fight the winter doldrums at a 
gourmet brunch on Sunday, February 10, at 12:30 p.m. at 
the home of Stephanie Abbott.  The theme will be St. 
Valentine's Day.  Put the date on your calendar now, and 
RSVP anytime to Stephanie at syabbott@aol.com.  Later 
in January, Stephanie will send out a menu of dishes that 
she and her committee - Bea Malone and Pat Simeral - 
will select; then each attendee will choose one to make for 
the brunch.  This annual event is always great fun; don't 
miss it!" 
 
Looking ahead, the Gourmet Group will also coordinate a 
spring dinner to be planned by Fran Lovaas, Felicia 
Strickland and Sonja Vaughan.  Date will be determined. 
  
A reminder that the gourmet "group" is not really a group, 
but the entire branch membership; all members - and 
spouses or partners - are invited to participate in any of 
the events and enjoy good food and great company. 
  
Bon Appetite! 
 

 Book Group  
 
On January 24th, at 7:30 p.m., we will meet at the home of 
Abbie Edwards: 11701 Blue Smoke Trail in Reston. Our 
book will be "Water for Elephants" by Sara Gruen.  All 
interested members are invited to attend our monthly book 
group meetings. 
 
Directions to Abbie's home: Take Soapstone Drive South, 
cross Lawyers Road at the light and keep on Soapstone 
until you reach the last street on the left, which is Blue 
Smoke Trail.  Turn left on Blue Smoke and go to the last 
house on the right in the circle.  Abbie's phone number is:  
703-476-0997. 
 
The novel is the story of a man looking back on his life in a 
traveling circus company during the Depression.   A 
reviewer for the New York Times Book Review wrote of 
it, "(An) arresting new novel...With a showman's expert 
timing, (Gruen) saves a terrific revelation for the final 
pages, transforming a glimpse of Americana into an 
enchanting escapist fairy tale."  The Minneapolis Star 
Tribune reviewer said, "Gruen performs a double trick in 
her novel:  she gives an engrossing picture of circus life, 
as well as a taste of what it's like to grow old." 
  
At the meeting, we will reschedule the discussion of "Suite 
Francaise" that was planned for early December but 
cancelled due to icy roads and, hopefully, we will choose a 
new group leader or co-leaders to take over from Nancy 
Green, who has resigned.  We will also discuss whether to 
continue our current policy of selecting a book only a 
month or two ahead of the planned discussion or to switch 
to choosing many books at one time, perhaps one year 
ahead.  Anyone coming to the meeting should be ready to 
help make all of these decisions. 

  
The book group meets 11 times a year on the fourth 
Thursday of the month, except for skipping November and 
meeting instead on the first Thursday of December.  It 
meets in members' homes which are wheelchair-
accessible, and usually holds a potluck supper in 
September.  Only books available in paperback and 
widely available through the county library system are 
selected. 
 
 

 AAUW Mentoring Program  
FOREST EDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

A POTPOURRI OF A GOOD TIME!  
 

The December 17th mentor group meeting at Forest Edge 
ES had a jam packed agenda.  It began with a delicious 
birthday celebration for Mapu who turned 13.   During the 
course of the session, small seasonal gifts were 
exchanged and many of our girls and their mentors wrote 
cheerful holiday greetings to recuperating soldiers at 
Walter Reed Hospital.  These letters were forwarded to 
the Red Cross at the hospital with the AAUW Mentor 
Group identified.  We are sure that the recipients could 
only smile at the warm and heartfelt messages from our 
girls.   
 
The project for the festivities was the making of a potpourri 
sachet.  This activity was smoothly led by mentor Hale 
Ament.  It was a mini lesson in math, French, chemistry 
and history.  We all enjoyed the exotic smells that wafted 
from the brightly colored sachet packets.   
 
We ended the session with a reading aloud from a most 
interesting book.  Dagny Wilcox, mentor, read “A Grain of 
Rice”.  The story is fun and thoughtful and highlights the 
intellect of a girl in the “once upon a time” genre.  “Wow, 
that was amazing” was the comment heard again and 
again as the girls said their good-byes. 
 
In spite of the hubbub of activity some of our students 
even managed to complete school work…a book report at 
that!   Thanks to all our mentors and the subs that came in 
to lend an extra hand.  
 
If you would like to be a part of our mentor group…we 
always need interested substitutes.  Give Mary or Gail a 
call for more information.  
 

 

Recycle Printer Cartridges 
to Help AAUW 

 
Our branch has made almost $200 thru this program! 

 
Save your old printer cartridges from home or work, 

bring them to the next branch meeting and place them 
in our recycling basket.  For more info go to: 

 

http://recycling.groups.escrip.com/cartridge_list.asp?gid=500000802 


