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  President’s Pen  
By Judi Ornoff  

judikeiler@comcast.net  703/860-8814 

Judy Helmich    

jfhelmich@verizon.net  703/758-0361                                             

Co-Presidents 

 

I felt very proud when reading the November 13
th

 

issue of the Washington Post to find a prominent 

article about AAUW's new national survey, 

"Crossing the Line--Sexual Harassment and its 

Negative Impact on Students."  There could not be a 

more-timely topic!  Holly Kearl, one of the co-

authors of this report, and a new member of the 

Reston Area Branch, will speak about the study at 

our Holiday Tea. 

 

What a perfect venue for this discussion, as the Tea 

includes the Silent Auction, our largest fundraiser of 

the year.  Each auction purchase directly benefits 

AAUW funds of which: scholarships are awarded to 

deserving women; financial support is provided to 

women in their quest for legal equality and protection 

of women’s rights; research studies such as Holly’s 

survey, are funded.  In particular research studies 

provide critical talking points in our advocacy 

activities on the local, state and national levels. 

 

I'm hoping everyone who reads this article will take a 

little time out of the "holiday frenzy" to come hear 

Holly speak, enjoy tea and light refreshments in the 

company of AAUW friends.  Shop for gifts and raise 

money for a very worthy cause--a win, win, win 

proposition!   Mark your calendar now for December 

10.  See other articles in the newsletter for further 

details. 

 

While your calendar is handy, please also circle 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012.  This is AAUW State 

Lobby Day in Richmond.  We will be participating in 

conjunction with the League of Women Voters.  The 

results of the recent election have shown that those of 

us who care about women's rights and public 

education have a lot of work to do this year.  Please 

plan on taking an active role in making our voices 

heard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of Judy and me, along with the entire 

branch Board, you are wished a joyous holiday 

season and a very happy and healthy New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Judi 

 
 

Branch Programs 
By Cyndi Shanahan  

Cyndi0915@aol.com   703/709-5817 

Linda Walker   

Lindalibra3@verizon.net  703/709-8599 

Program Co-Chairs 

 
Afternoon Holiday Tea &  Silent Auction 

Saturday, December 10, 12:30AM-3:00PM 
Please note new start time! 

 

Location:  
Hunters Woods Community Center 

2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston 

 

Once again we will host the very popular afternoon 

Holiday Tea and Silent Auction with proceeds 

benefiting the national AAUW Funds and the Branch 

Scholarship Fund.  Purchases may be made by cash 

or check.  Please bring your friends and enjoy our 

festive get-together!  As already mentioned, Holly 

Kearl, AAUW National staff member and author of 

“Stop Street Harassment: Making Public Places Safe 

and Welcoming for Womenò, will be our speaker. 
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The Branch Board will provide a variety of teas.  

Please bring your favorite fancy china cup to sip from 

(we’ll have extras if you don’t remember yours.)   

All members are requested to please bring the 

following, according to your last name: 

¶ A – M:  Sweets such as cookies, mini 

cupcakes, scones, tea breads 

¶ N – Z:  Savories such as tea sandwiches, 

mini appetizers, crackers and cheese 

Refreshments need to be bite sized & ready to serve. 
 

Joint Meeting with NCNW  
Saturday, January 21, 10AM-Noon 

 

Location: 
Reston Community Center  

Lake Anne Plaza 

1609 Washington Plaza North, Reston 

We will have our joint meeting with National 

Council of Negro Women (NCNW) on Saturday, 

January 21.  Ben Gold will join us to discuss the 

Supreme Court decision on the Walmart Case. Join 

us for a light brunch and great discussion. 

 

AAUW Funds  
By Stephanie Abbott  

syabbott@verizon.net  703/476-4513 

Sonja Vaughan  

akv01@comcast.net  703/620-9795 

AAUW Funds Co-Chairs 

 

Donations still needed for Silent Auction 

Our goal for this year’s Silent Auction is to exceed 

the funds raised last year which were approximately 

$2000.  Please invite your family and friends as the 

more people who attend will enhance the potential 

for more bids and help us reach our goal.  

 

There are numerous items up for bid which include a 

vacation home for one week at Kitty Hawk, NC.  

There is also an opportunity to bid on the remaining  

 

 

 

 

jewelry and purses from our fall fundraiser (without 

the rain) that will make lovely holiday gifts. 

 

Auction Bid Sheets will provide detailed descriptions 

of items and an estimated retail value.  To help with 

our improved format, the auction committee will 

need to have as much information as possible on 

donated items in advance of the Tea.   

 

Please e-mail your list of items with description, 

estimated value, and suggestion of a minimum bid 

to Stephanie Abbott and/or Sonja Vaughan by 

December 5.    
 

The objective is to have the Auction Bid Sheets 

prepared in advance of the auction.  We certainly do 

not want to discourage people from bringing 

merchant or member donations on the actual day of 

the Tea so having the “details” beforehand will 

ensure a smooth process and avoid a last minute rush 

to get items out on the tables.  

   

Questions about the auction should be directed to 

Sonja or Stephanie.   

 

 

Northern District News 
By Sandra Lawrence 

 slawrence4@juno.com 

Your Northern District Representative 

 
I spent Veterans weekend in Ashland at the State 

Board meeting. There was a variety of topics and 

reports.  There was much discussion on:  OMOV; 

finance and state dues; adding and maintaining 

membership; and, the upcoming conference and state 

meeting.  There was discussion and a variety of 

opinions on many topics, but everyone’s goal was to 

strengthen AAUW in VA.   

 
Our next board meeting will be via conference call on 

January 4, 2012.  This forum is challenging as there 

are many voices to be heard on one phone line.  If  

you have items you want to have discussed at the 

meeting, please let me know as soon as possible. 
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Did you know?  AAUW VA has 19 

College/University Partner Members 

Lauren Germain, AAUW VA C/U Rep, has done a 

great job in promoting AAUW C/U partnerships.  
The Northern District C/U partner member is 

George Mason University.   We are looking to re- 

engage with Northern Virginia Community College 

and work with the University of Mary Washington, a 

recent C/U partner member.   

 

 

Membership Report 
By Shirley Schulz  

schulzshirley@hotmail.com  703/476-0029 

Roberta Sherman  

shermanrs1@aol.com  703/860-3943 

Membership Co-Chairs 
 

2011-12 Membership Directory 

The 2011-2012 Branch Membership Directory will 

be available at the 12/10 Holiday Tea and Silent 

Auction. Pick yours up at the membership table when 

you get your name tag. 

 

New Member! 
Join us in welcoming new member Pauline 

Donatuti. We are delighted she has joined us.  

We are looking forward to getting to know her at 

upcoming meetings and events. 

 

Please continue to invite new, long time and 

prospective members to our branch meetings and 

ongoing activities. You will recognize our new 

members at branch meetings by the gold star on their 

name tag. 

 

New Member Dues:  New members (someone 

entirely new to AAUW or who rejoins after 2+ year 

lapse) are offered a special discount when they join at  

a branch meeting (12/10 Holiday Tea) of just $47.50 

for the year (Membership through 6/30/2012).  

 

AAUW membership is open to anyone with an AA 

degree or higher and a commitment of advancing 

equity for women and girls through advocacy,  

 

 

 

education, philanthropy and research. We have both 

women and men members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Book Group 
By Abbie Edwards 
abbiedward@aol.com 703/476-0997 
 
A daytime book group is being planned on a trial 

basis for three months. Our book group has 

increased in number of attendees and it can be 

difficult to accommodate large groups.  Additionally 

some members prefer not to drive at night during the 

winter months. Therefore we will experiment with a 

daytime group. The book selections will be the same 

as what we are discussing at the evening meetings. 

  

Book Selections: F – Fiction; P - Paperback  

 

December:  The Sun Also Rises by Ernest 

Hemingway (F, P) 

January:  The Fall of Giants by Ken Follett (F, P)  

February:   The Story of a Beautiful Girl by 

Rachel Simon (F, P available  Feb. 15) 

March:   Where Men Win Glory- The Odyssey of 

Pat Tillman by Jon Kraukauer  (P) 

 

Please RSVP! 
Since our day and night book sessions are an 

experiment, we request that you contact hostesses if  

you plan to attend either the day or night meeting. 

This courtesy allows the hostess to plan accordingly.  

  

Having trouble logging into the AAUW 

Member Center? 

 

Try using Mozilla Firefox browser (free) 

instead of Microsoft Internet Explorer. 

 

Firefox can be downloaded from 

http://www.mozilla.org/en-

US/firefox/new/ 
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Wednesday Daytime Meetings:   

December 7 @ 2 PM  
Hostess:  Marilyn Silvey 

2521 Trophy Lane, 20191  

(marilynsilvey@comcast.net, 703/860-5141) 

  

January 25 @ 2 PM 
Marilyn Silvey 

  

February 22 @  2PM 
Hostess: TBA 

 

Thursday Evening Meetings:  

December 1 

Hostess: Linda Walker 

1402 Hemingway Court, Reston 20190 

lindalibra3@verizon.net 703/709-8599 

  

January 26 

Hostess: Florrie Cohen 

2412 Bugle Lane, Reston 20191 

scohen77@comcast.net 703/860-4303) 

  

February 23 

Hostess: Shirley Finkelstein 

11409 Great Meadow Dr., Reston 20191 

shirley.finkelstein@comcast.net, 703/723-0079 

  

March 22 –Hostess: Marion Stillson 

11286 Spyglass Cove Lane, Reston 20191 

mbs@point0.net 703/860-0019 

 

 

 

Tape Group 
By Roberta Sherman        

shermanrs1@aol.com       703/60-3943 

 

Success in November! 

Next meeting – Tuesday, January17, 2012 
 

The Tape Group finally met and had a lively 

discussion about “Big Box Musicals”.  We spent a 

good amount of time on this topic and as a result we  

 

 

 

still have the second tape to view.  At our next 

meeting we will finish the series by viewing "Big 

Bucks and Long Runs."   

 

Since December is a busy time for many of us, we 

decided as a group to skip December and continue 

with the viewing in January.  We will meet at the 

regular day and time - the third Tuesday, January 17, 

at 10:00AM.   

  

Location: 

Home of Carol Flicker 

22898 North Brown Square, Ashburn, VA   

703/723-0079   

 

Please RSVP to Carol if you are planning on 

attending.  We need a minimum of four participants. 

Come join us in January. 

 

Starting in February the group will meet monthly on 

the second Wednesday at 2:00PM. This will enable 

group members to sleep-in, run errands, and take 

classes before the meeting!   

 

 

 Public Policy 
By Carol Hurlburt,  

schurlburt@verizon.net, 703/264-9054 

 

2012 Save the Date! 
¶ February 1, AAUW State Lobby Day, 

Richmond, in conjunction with the 

League of Women Voters 

¶ April 20-22, AAUW State Convention, 

Newport News 

¶ May 10, AAUW Federal Lobby Day 
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Board of Directors 

2011 - 2012  
 

Co-Presidents 

Judy Helmich  

jfhelmich@verizon.net  703/758-0361 

Judi Ornoff 

judikeiler@comcast.net   703/860-8814 

 

Co-Program VPs 

Cyndi Shanahan 

cyndi0915@aol.com   703/709-5817 

Linda Walker 

Lindalibra3@verizon.net   703/709-8599 

 

Membership VPs 

Shirley Schulz 

schulzshirley@hotmail.com    703/476-0029 

Roberta Sherman 

shermanrs1@aol.com     703/860-3943 

 

Treasurer 

Nancy Thompson 

nancy.e.thompson@comcast.net  703/743-1064 

 

Secretary 

Vivian Storms 

vlstorms@cox.net  703/430-2911 

 

AAUW Funds 

Stephanie Abbott 

syabbott@verizon.net   703/476-4513 

Sonja Vaughan 

akv01@comcast.net   703/620-9795 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Group 

Abbie Edwards 

abbiedward@aol.com   703/216-6698 

 

Directory 

Susan Merk 

sbmerk@comcast.net      703/437-4386 

Nancy Thompson 

nancy.e.thompson@comcast.net   703/743-1064 

 

Education Equity/GEMS/Adopt-A-Spot 

Fran Lovaas  

franlovaas@comcast.net        703/318-9628 

 

Gourmet Group 

Maureen Dwyer 

mxdwyer@gmail.com      703/593-0450 

 

Hospitality  

Suzanne Cook 

suzannecook@verizon.net      703/860-4303 

  

Mentoring 

Gail Parsons 

gailiff@rstarmail.com         703/915-1893 

Mary Zane 

mpz_06@verizon.net      703/ 860-1071 

 

Newsletter 

Gail Parsons  

gailiff@rstarmail.com      703/707-2023 

 

Public Policy/Lobby Corps 

Carol Hurlburt 

schurlburt@verizon.net     703/264-9054 

 

Publicity  

John Lovaas  

 johnlovaas@comcast.net             703/318-9628 

 

Tape Group 

Roberta Sherman 

shermanrs1@aol.com     703/860-3943 
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